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PLSD & DCN RA Application
Undergraduate Research Assistant Application

We are looking for motivated undergraduate students to work in the Project on Language and Spatial Development Lab (PLSD; directed by Dr. Shannon Pruden).

What do we study?

The PLSD lab investigates early language and spatial development in toddlers and young children (our current projects are focused primarily on ages 3 through 6 years), and spatial reasoning in young adults. Working in the lab offers students the opportunity to get hands on research experience in developmental psychology, and to learn about new technologies in the field, like eye tracking and automated language analysis.

If you are interested in a position, please complete and save this form with your full name: “First_Last_Application.doc” and send to Dr. Shannon Pruden at sdick@fiu.edu   

Name: ___________________________________________
Phone Number: ________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________
Major: ___________________________
Year in College:_________________________________
Major GPA: ___________________________	Overall GPA:___________________________
Languages Spoken Fluently: ______________________________________________________ 
1. What psychology courses have you taken? (Please list below)












2. Do you have any prior research experience? (Please describe below)












3. Have you ever had any formal education in Spanish? If so, please list the grade levels, or courses you have taken.











4. Are you comfortable working with young children?







5. Do you have any prior experience working with children? (Please describe; what ages?)











6. Why are you interested in working as an undergraduate research assistant? 












7. What are your areas of interest in psychology? (check all that apply)

☐ Developmental		☐ Neuroscience		☐ Cognitive
☐ Social			☐ Emotional/Affective		☐ Clinical/Counseling
☐ Psychopathology		☐ Legal			☐ Industrial/Organizational
☐ Pharmacology		☐ Educational

Others: 

8. Our studies take place in a variety of places and across platforms. To help us make sure that you are paired with the project that is the best fit for you, please let us know which of the following you would be interested in:

☐ Driving to & conducting studies at local (Miami-Dade & Broward) schools

☐ Being involved in online research studies conducted over zoom (from the lab)

☐ Helping with recruitment efforts

☐Other:  ________________________________

9. What are your career goals with respect to psychology after you graduate (i.e. what do you want to do with your life and career)? 
















10. Are you interested in taking this for course credit? 














11. Are you interested in completing an honor’s thesis? (If so, what topics interest you?)








Please indicate how familiar you are (i.e., your expertise) with each of the following: 

	
Item
	
Very Familiar
(Expert)
	Moderately Familiar
(Intermediate)
	Slightly Familiar
(Beginner)
	
Not at all Familiar

	PC Operating Systems
	
	
	
	

	Mac Operating Systems
	
	
	
	

	Linux Operating Systems
	
	
	
	

	Computer Languages (e.g., Python, Perl, Java)
	
	
	
	

	Microsoft Office (i.e., word and excel)
	
	
	
	

	Database Software (i.e., Filemaker)
	
	
	
	

	Statistical Packages (i.e., PASW/SPSS, SAS, R)
	
	
	
	

	Adobe Programs (i.e., Photoshop, Premiere)
	
	
	
	

	Video-Editing Software (i.e., Final Cut)
	
	
	
	

	Social media (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	Eye tracking technology 
	
	
	
	




Please indicate your agreement with the following statements about yourself: 

	
Statement
	Strongly Agree
	Moderately Agree
	Moderately Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	“I work well in a team or with a large group of people”
	
	
	
	

	“I work well alone”
	
	
	
	

	“I feel comfortable talking on the phone”
	
	
	
	

	“I prefer to work on projects with other people”
	
	
	
	

	“I prefer to work on projects by myself”
	
	
	
	

	“I consider myself to be a leader when working in a group”
	
	
	
	

	“I work well with people of the opposite sex”
	
	
	
	

	“I work well with children”
	
	
	
	



12. Anything else you would like to share about yourself? 















Please fill out your availability per week, even if it is only tentative.

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	9am-10am
	☐
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 

	10am-11am
	☐
	☐ 
	☐
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 

	11am-12pm
	☐
	☐ 
	☐
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 

	12pm-1pm
	☐
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 

	1pm-2pm
	☐
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 

	2pm-3pm
	☐
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 

	3pm-4pm
	☐
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 

	4pm-5pm
	☐
	☐
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 
	☐ 




